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The scolex has never been described for cestodes of the genus Dendrouterina Fuhrmann, 1912. The two species belonging to this genus, D. herodiae Fuhrmann, 1912, and D. botauri Rausch, 1948, were described from incomplete material. Because of the lack of a scolex, this genus was only tentatively placed by Fuhrmann (1912) Observations made on these specimens substaintiate those from the type material, as described (Rausch, 1948). It was noted that in even the most terminal gravid segments the seminal receptacle persists within the opening at the center of the uterus. Moreover, the gravid uterus is always closed posteriorly, and is never "hufeisenfoermig" as was described by Fuhrmann (1912) for Dendrouterina herodiae. The uterus in D. botauri is seen in post-mature segments surrounding the ovary, vitelline gland, and seminal receptacle, at which time a single anterior and two posterior enlargements are visible. Lateral branches slowly develop from these enlargements, but at no time is the early gravid uterus net-like, as it was described for D. herodiae.
Study of the complete cestode has indicated that the genus Dendrouterina should remain in the family Dilepididae. A slide bearing the rostellar hooks of Dendrouterina botauri has been deposited in the Helminthological Collection of the U. S. National Museum.
